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N MERRY ENGLAND, in the days of old, there 
lived a famous fellow called Robin Hood. It was in the 
green and shady depths of Sherwood Forest that Robin 
and his band made their home. 


The poor people round about loved Robin, for he 
robbed the rich to give to the poor. But the Sheriff of 


Nottingham and his rich, hard-hearted friends had no 
love for Robin. 


When hard-hearted rich men rode near Sherwood 
Forest, out would jump Robin and his sturdy men in 
green. They would lead the rich men off to the green- 
wood tree. 


The rich men were given a fine feast, and saw some 


fine sport. For Robin and his men were the best archers _ 
in the land. 


Afterwards, Allan-a-Dale sang sweetly for Robin's 
guests. But they paid for their fun with gold. 

"Your money will help the poor," said merry Robin 
Hood as he sent them on their way. He never hurt any- 
one, though he did like a bit of fun. 


So it was that one day Robin Hood strode through 
the woods, in search of adventure. Singing a merry tune, 
he came to a narrow bridge over a lively stream. 


MEM 


As Robin stepped onto the bridge, a great tall fellow 
stepped onto it from the other side. 

“Ho!” cried Robin. “Wait for your betters!” 

"Betters, is it?" roared the stranger. "We shall soon 
see about that!" 


The two met at the middle of the bridge, 
With their stout wood staffs. Robin was quick 
but the stranger sent him tumbling into the 


and fought 


and strong, 
brook. 
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1 The stranger stood proudly. Then he laughed so mer- 
| rily that Robin had to laugh, too. 


And that was how Robin came to know Little John, 
who joined his merry band. 
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Another day, Robin came upon round and jolly Friar 
Tuck. He was eating and drinking, and talking cheerily 
to himself. 


"By my faith," said Robin, “this is the merriest fellow 


in all merry England." 
And it was not long before Friar Tuck joined Little 


John and the rest of Robin’s men. 


About this time, the Sheriff held 4 shooting match 


/ in Nottingham Town. He knew Robin Was sure to try 
pl for the prize—an arrow of gold. And as soon as Robin 
| came to town, the Sheriff would put him into jail! 
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I 
n carts, on horseback, and on foot, the people flocked 


ttingham ‘Town to watch the match. But not one 


Was in 19 : . 
fe Robin s suit of Lincoln green. 
é dares not come," the Sheriff said. 


The shooting began. And the prize went to 
unknown fellow dressed in scarlet. 


"You draw a better bow than Robin Hood," 


Sheriff said. “Will you work for me?" 


“No,” said the un- 
known archer. “For my 
own master РИ be.” 

And he strode away. 
Soon, in Sherwood Forest, 
he flung away his bor- 


rowed suit for his own suit 
of Lincoln green. And 
while his men cheered, 
Robin hung the golden 
arrow he had won on the 
greenwood tree. 


He sent a note to the Sheriff, wrapped around a gray 
goose quill. It said: 

Now Heaven bless your grace today, 

Say we in sweet Sherwood, 
For you bave given tbe prize away 
To merry Robin Hood. 
Then the Sheriff's face grew red with rage. For Robin 

Hood had bested him again. 


So the seasons rolled on, until King Richard of the 
Lion's Heart visited Nottingham Town. Robin Hood 
and his men came and mingled with the crowd, and d 
cheered as their great King rode past. 


The Sheriff fell into a rage. And his rage grew worse 
when the King put on a disguise and set off for Sherwood 
Forest with his party to meet Robin Hood. 


Robin and his men were surprised to see the strangers N 
in the forest. But Robin welcomed them. There was a b 


great feast, with archery and other sports, and Allan-a- 


Dale to sing. 
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All the while, Robin ооа watched the strangers, 
wondering who they were. Then the King threw off his 


disguise. Down on their knees went Robin and his men, 


full of fear, 
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The King smiled. 


“Tam here to pardon you and your 


band. Will you enter my service now?” 


“Gladly, Sire!” said Robin. 


| So it was that Robin Hood left Sherwood Forest 


behind, for the castle of his King. 
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